Wilson County Schools
Pre-Kindergarten Program

Where Learning is Child’s Play

Frequently Asked Questions

The Wilson County Schools Pre-Kindergarten Program targets at-risk 4-year olds, with first
priority given to children who qualify for the free/reduced meal program. The following
information will help answer your questions about the program. If you have additional questions,
please call or email Denise McMillan, Pre-K Coordinator at (615)453-7302 or
mcmilland@wcschools.com or Melony Deeds, Pre-K Program Assistant at 444-8267 or

deedsm@wcschools.com.

Qualifying for the Pre-K Program:

How does my child qualify for
the Pre-K program?

© ALL children in the Pre-K Program must turn 4 by September 30"
1% Priority for enrollment :

© The family is income eligible for free/reduced meals
2" Priority for enrollment:

© The child has an IEP (individual Education Plan)

© The child is in state or foster care

© The child is an English Language Learner (ELL)

© The parent is deployed in active military duty
If spaces are still available, we may enroll children based on the

Community Pre-K Advisory Council priority for enroliment:

© Pre-mature birth (4 weeks or more)

© Low developmental screening (AGS, Fluharty, Brigance)

© Teenage mother / father

© Child being raised by Grandparent or other family

member (not biological parent)

© TEIS services; @ qualify for Special education services

© WIC; SSI; Families First; Even Start services

© Prior Head Start services

What happens after
registration?

The free/reduced meal application will be reviewed by the Wilson County
Schools nutrition staff to determine eligibility. The Pre-K Coordinator will
review the At-Risk questionnaires to take into consideration any other
eligibility factors.

When will | find out if my child
is eligible for the Pre-K
program?

You will receive a postcard letting you know whether or not your child
meets the eligibility criteria for priority placement in the Pre-K program.
April 2" applicants will receive notification by mid May 2009.

What if my child does not
qualify?

Your child’s name will be placed on a waiting list. Any additional spaces
will be filled on a first come-first serve basis (based on the received
application date). Children in this category will be notified by the start of
the school year to see if you are still interested in the Pre-K program if
additional spaces are available.

What happens next if my child
is accepted in the Pre-K
program?

You will receive a phone call from a Head Start Family Service
Coordinator or Pre-K Program Assistant. We will set-up a time to meet
with you and your child to complete the paperwork for the Pre-K program.
You will need your child’s birth certificate, social security card, complete
immunizations and physical before school starts.

What does Head Start have to
do with the Pre-K program?

Wilson County Schools and Head Start work together to provide
educational, medical, dental, and family services for all students enrolled
in the Pre-K program. This partnership helps families establish a
confident link between school and home.




Program Information:

Where are the Pre-K classes
located?

Current locations :
Carroll Oakland El.

Elzie Patton El. (old MIMS)
Gladeville Elementary Mt. Juliet Elementary
Rutland Elementary Stoner Creek Elementary
Southside Elementary @ Prospect Inc.

W.A.Wright Elementary Watertown El. (2 classes)

Where would my child attend
Pre-K if a class is not located in
our zoned school?

Eligible students zoned to a school that has a Pre-K class get 1%

priority for that school. If space is available at a class near you, your
child will be able to attend that Pre-K class even though it is not your
zoned school. Pre-K is voluntary and parents provide transportation.

Is there a charge for my child to
attend the Pre-K program?

There is not a charge for children to attend the Pre-K program. If you
do not qualify for free or reduced meals, you will be asked to pay for
breakfast and lunch provided by the school cafeteria.

What are the Pre-K class hours?

Pre-K students go to school 5% hours each school day. Typically,

Pre-K students start school 15 minutes after all other students begin
and end 1 hour before all other students dismiss.

Do Pre-K students come to school
every day?

Yes. Daily attendance is critical for your child in order to be ready for
Kindergarten. When a child is absent, please send a doctors excuse or
parent note to school the next day. Students that miss consistently
may be asked to give up their spot in the class to another eligible child.

Is bus transportation available for
Pre-K students?

No. Transportation is provided by the parents or guardians.

Is before and after daycare
available for Pre-K students at the
school?

No. We do not provide any before or after daycare for our students.

What do Pre-K students wear to
school?

Pre-K students follow the standard dress code adopted by the Wilson
County Board of Education. A copy of the dress code is available
online @ www.wcschools.com

Is breakfast and lunch available
for Pre-K students?

Yes. All children in the Pre-K program are expected to eat the meals
provided at school. Children in the Pre-K program are served a
nutritious breakfast, lunch, and snack daily. Many children are very
“picky” eaters. Our school nutrition staff provides a variety of choices
for your child. The Pre-K students eat “family style” in their classroom.
Meals are a teaching and learning time. We encourage children to try
new foods and expand their tastes. We ask that you do not send
packed lunches or outside food for your child.

What do children do in the Pre-K
program?

When you walk into our high-quality Pre-K classrooms, you will see
children involved in active, hands-on learning that engages each child
and fosters a love of learning. Activities are designed to enhance a
child’s natural curiosity and desire to learn through participation in both
large and small group activities. Play is essential to the development of
strong learners.

The Wilson County School System does not discriminate due to age, race, gender, national origin, disability, religion, creed or veteran status in the
provision of services, in programs or activities, or in employment opportunities or benefits. Inquiries concerning Title VI or Title IX of the Civil Rights
Act should be directed to Monty Wilson at (615) 444-3282. Inquiries concerning Section 504 should be directed to Yvonne Smith at (615) 444-3282.
Inquiries concerning the American with Disabilities Act should be directed to David Burton at (615) 444-3282.




