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Making the Most of Year-End-School Days

HELPFUL WEBSITE FOR
TEACHERS

http://www.readwritethink.org/

ReadWriteThink offers a
wide array of standards-based
lesson plans that meaningfully
integrate Internet content into
the teaching and/or learning
experience. Lessons can be
selected according to grade
band (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12) and
area of literacy practice. Each
lesson is research-based, and
includes a detailed instruc-
tional plan.

Cutting
Corners

RACE AROUND THE
WORLD

“Empty popcorn con-
tainers from the movies
make great scrap buck-
ets. | also use paper paint
buckets from Home Depot
or similar. | put one in the
center of each table. The
kids place their scraps in
there whenever they are
cutting things out. It sure
keeps them in their seats
for a few minutes longer.”

You're tired, and you're eager to get
through the last few days, but you feel
guilty about showing videos or letting the
kids play games. Here are some end-of-
year activities that will engage students,
and maybe even include some new learn-

ing.

So guilt has gotten the best of you.
Or the principal or district administration
has dictated that learning must go on to
the very last day of school. Either way,
you're looking for the perfect idea for an
end-of-year lesson that will assuage your
guilt and meet the boss's
expectations...

For starters, how
about copying this poem on
chart paper? Or write it on a
bulletin board for all to see.

I'm Glad | Was Your
Teacher

I'm glad | was your teacher,
I've come to like you so.

| can't believe the end is here.
| hate to see you go.

Remember all the fun we had
In all the things we did.

But most of all remember...
You're a very special kid!

Why not turn the poem into a hand-
writing lesson? Have students copy the
poem in their very best handwriting. Let
them know that if they do that, you'll add a
very special end-of-year note to their pa-
pers. Then do as you promised and write
those special notes.

END-OF-YEAR-AUCTION

In order to hold an auction, you
need to have things to auction off. You
might not have a closet full of valuable
artworks in your classroom, but you have
probably found some other things you
would not mind getting rid of as you've
been going about the business of packing
up your classroom. So why not have some
fun, unload those things, and give your

students some end-of-year math practice
at the same time?

Collect a bunch of things you would-
n't mind getting rid of -- books, markers,
posters, stickers, CDs, you name it -- and
put them up for auction!

Ask students if any of them have
ever been to an auction? Ask them to tell
you what goes on at an auction.

Appoint one or two students to fulfill
the role of "banker." They will collect
"money" as students bid on and win items
put up for bid.

Before the bidding starts, give each
student a sheet of Class-
room Auction Bucks. The
sheet of has a total of $50
in denominations of $1, $5,
$10, and $20 bills. Have
students use scissors to
cut the sheet into 12 sepa-
rate bills. (Print out a few
extra sheets so you have
some cash for the bankers
to use as change.)

So you've gathered a
box full of items you would like to put up
for auction... Now bring out the items one
at a time.

Auctions usually have "inspection
periods” in the days or hours before the
actual auction. In this case, you might auc-
tion the items blindly, without an inspec-
tion period. That will add an element of the
unknown to the auction process. Students
will wonder if they should bid high, or
spend a great deal of their Classroom Auc-
tion Bucks early on in the auction, because
they won't know what cool items might be
coming up for bid.

Explain the auction process to stu-
dents. Bidding for each item will start at $1.
The bidding can continue in increments of
$1 to a maximum increase of $5 over the
latest bid. The bidding ends when a bid
reaches exactly $50 or when the bidding
stops at an amount less than that. Stu-
dents turn in their cash to the banker in
exchange for the item they won.

Continued on page 2
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Each student should
provide a detailed account-
ing of the money s/he spent.
You might ask students to
document all items on which
they bid, the top amount
they bid, and the final
amount for which the item
was sold.

After the auction is
over, ask students what they
learned about auctions from
the experience. Ask them to
talk about things they might
have done differently if they
were able to relive the auc-
tion.

TEACHER REPORT
CARDS

Students will receive
their report cards in the next
few days. Since you have

“The lasting
measure of
good
teaching is
what the
individual
student
learns and
carries

away.”
—Barbara
Harrell Carson

taken a great deal of time
to grade their perform-
ance, why not take this
opportunity to give them a
chance to grade your per-
formance?

You might begin this
lesson by talking about
some of the things you
consider as you grade
students’' efforts. Or you
might turn over the re-
sponsibility for this dis-
cussion to them by asking
What are some of the
things that you think I con-
sider as | determine your
report card grades?

After students have
talked about elements of
the teacher grading them,
turn the discussion toward
the work that you do. You
might pose this question:
If teachers were to get re-
port cards, what are some
of things that might be
considered when a teacher
is graded?

Students might offer
suggestions such as...

eknows the subject/
material

econveys material in an
interesting way

eanswers students'
questions clearly

eswrites neatly/clearly on
the chalk/whiteboard

eis aware of what's go-
ing on in students'
other classes

eshows patience when
students don't get it

ehandles classroom
discipline fairly

emakes class interesting

eis generally enthusias-
tic about teaching

eis enthusiastic about
the material being
taught

emotivates students' to
want to learn

egives clear directions

espends time preparing
lessons/activities

eexplains assignments
and projects thoroughly

ehas high expectations
for students

ehelps students succeed

erespects students

erespects students' opin-
ions, questions, and
comments

ehas good rapport with
students

Note: Write down all stu-
dent ideas as they are
given. Some ideas might be
redundant, but redundant
ideas can be weeded out
later. Students can do that,
or you might do that if you
create the final list of char-
acteristics on which your
teaching will be graded.

The list of character-
istics that students come
up with can provide the
basis for a "teacher report
card.” Students might rate
you on a scale of 1 (lowest)
to 5 (highest) in each of the
categories of teaching that
they deemed important. If
you create this "teacher
report card,” you might
want to include an area be-
low each category for stu-
dents to write comments.
Teachers can learn a lot
from students' comments.

You might emphasize
that you would like stu-
dents' input because you
are interested in becoming
the best teacher you can
be. It will take time to read
all students’ report cards
and comments. You
are looking for constructive
criticism, not unkindness.

You appreciate that
students are willing to take
their time to fill out the re-
port card.

Do not expect stu-
dents to sign their report
cards unless they want to.

You might mention
that students' report card

THANK A
TEACHER

Doug Atchison,
Writer and Director,

“Akeelah and the Bee”

“Mr. Robert Larabell of
Arcadia High School, Phoe-
nix, Arizona, challenged me
as a writer, demanded disci-
pline in my use of language,
and inspired me to deeper
levels of critical though-and
he did all of this with a high
level of erudition and a whip-
smart sense of humor.”—
Doug Atchison

grades have been turned in
already, so "buttering up" the
teacher will not change their
final grades.

END OF THE YEAR
AUTOGRAPH BOOK

At the end of the
year, have your students
make an autograph book
with pages such as in my
class, BOYS ONLY page,
GIRLS ONLY page, My Lunch
Table Buddies, TEACHER
PAGE, and a page at the end
of the book for names and
summer phone numbers. Dur-
ing the last few days for
school set aside about a 45
minute "signing time." Check
with other teachers and allow
the students to go to other
classes or use recess time to
get other autographs. This is
a wonderful way for teachers
to write one final positive
comment to each child. It also
gives the child an great sou-
venir from this year.
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New Teacher Support Participants:

Ashley Trish Churchwell
Johnson

Watertown
Lebanon High Elementary
School

1st grade
Science

Crystal Hawkes

W. A. Wright
Elementary

3rd grade Interim

De-Clutter Students’ Desks

If your students constantly complain about not having enough room in their
desks, help them stay organized by keeping seldom-used texts on an easily-accessible
shelf elsewhere in the classroom.

You can keep all like workbooks together and :
have student helpers pass out/collect them as needed. Or B e
keep each child's workbooks together in one place
(student #1's books all together, student #2, and so on.)
so multiple children can quickly access the shelf and
maintain responsibility for their own materials. Older stu-
dents can keep their texts in a specified order as shown
by referencing an index card on the shelf above (blue,
purple, green, and then yellow), which makes the shelf
look neater and makes materials easier to find. Provide
lots of modeling for this system when first introducing it, and supervise book removal and
re-shelving regularly in the beginning, have student helpers straighten the shelf every other
week.

OO O W I N DEN

Sick notes reportedly turned in by parents:
;_ My son is under a doctor's care and should not take P.E. today. Please execute
im.
® Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was sick and I had her shot.
;3 Dear School: Please ekscuse John being absent on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and also

® Please excuse Gloria from Jim today. She is administrating.

® Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few days. Yesterday he fell out of a tree and
misplaced his hip.

® John has been absent because he had two teeth taken out of his face.

® Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing football. He was hurt in the
growing part.

® Megan could not come to school today because she has been bothered by very close veins.
®  Chris will not be in school cus he has an acre in his side.

The 7 Habits of Highl
Effective Teens Workbook

by Sean Covey

Based on Sean
Covey's best selling book, The
7 Habits of Highly Effective
Teens, this workbook reinforces
the habits and principles taught
in the book through simple-to-
understand and simple-to-do
exercises. Helps teens identify
where they spend their time and
determine how to use their time
more wisely. Designed as a
stand-alone piece to use in
small groups, in a classroom or
for individual use.
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Why Don't Students Like
School?: A Cognitive Scien-
tist Answers Questions
About How the Mind Works
and What It Means for the
Classroom
by Daniel T. Willingham

Cognitive scientist Dan
Willingham has focused his
acclaimed research on the bio-
logical and cognitive basis of
learning and has a deep under-
standing of the daily challenges
faced by classroom teachers.
This book will help teachers
improve their practice by ex-
plaining how they and their
students think and learn reveal-
ing the importance of story,
emotion, memory, context, and
routine in building knowledge
and creating lasting learning
experiences.
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Master Teacher Tips...

Student Relationships

Contrary top popular belief, it is a mistake to smile when you are correcting or criticizing a student. If you do,
you send the wrong message—along with a hint of sarcasm. Simply keep a straight face while correcting a student, and
make sure you are criticizing the mistake—not the student. Once you have made your statement, get on with the task at
hand.

Building credibility is a vital dimension in building student relationships. Three steps are necessary to build
credibility. First, you must make promises to students. Believe it or not, promises are vital to credibility. Second, it is
often wise to over-deliver on the promises you make to students. To do so, simply set objectives that make sense and
that you can deliver easily—and then do a little more. Don’t be trapped into making big promises and falling short in the
eyes of the students. Third, show students the results of your actions—without bragging. You will find these steps
build credibility and student relationships.
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www.Inotivationalplus.com

The Wilson County School System does not discriminate due to age, race, color, gender, national origin, disability, religion, creed, or veteran
status in the provision of services, in programs or activities, or in employment opportunities or benefits. Inquiries should be made to the following
individuals at (615) 444-3282: Title VI or Title IX of the Civil Rights Act—Monty Wilson; Section 504—Yvonne Smith; Americans with Disabilities Act—
David Burton.




